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Astronomy is the study of the known universe. This course is a scientific exploration of the human place in the universe. We study the origin and history of the Universe and the formation of the Earth and the solar system. We compare the Earth's properties with those of the other planets and explore how the heavens have influenced human thought and action. This course includes study of the properties of light and matter and the tools astronomers use to measure radiation from celestial sources. The course also covers exciting contemporary topics such as black holes, the expansion of the universe and the search for extraterrestrial life. Although largely descriptive, the course will occasionally require the use of junior-high level mathematics.

By the end of this course, students will have:

-a greater appreciation of the night sky.

-a firm understanding of the rules that drive the objects in our universe.

-drawn and worked with the orbits of celestial objects.

-used star charts to find the location of constellations in the sky at night.

-used computer programs to simulate and predict sky conditions and events.

-discussed articles about recent developments in space science and astronomy.

Instructor:  


Mrs. Beemer

Conference Hour: 

1st Hour
Contact Information:  
Email: abeemer@hassk12.org
Voice Mail:  948-4409 ext. 5001

Text: 
 Astronomy Today.  Prentice Hall, 1997.
Students will also use reference materials found in the classroom and library, computer programs, videos, group discussions and presentation, mini-lectures, and laboratory activities to construct their knowledge. 

Grading and Course Requirements: 


Summative Assessments, Tests, research, and quizzes:  




75% of grade 

Daily assignments, Homework, Activities, Projects at end of chapter:  


25% of grade
Semester grades will be based on 86% for course work, and 14% for the exam.

Throughout the semester you will be required to research two concepts related to Astronomy and present this in some fashion.  This will be discussed at a later time.
Also, there are “Suggested Projects’” at the end of each chapter in the text.  You are required to complete eight of these by the end of the semester.  More information to follow.
Become Familiar with the Night Sky

Observing is one of the most important aspects of astronomy (and of any science).  It would be unforgivable if you did not become familiar with the night sky this semester.  The Sky Chart package will help you – if you use it.  The “movements” of the celestial objects will be discussed in class.  But there is no substitute for going out and seeing for you.  A WORD OF CAUTION:  It is necessary to observe from a fairly dark place; do not take any chances.  Take along a few trusted friends; they would probably like to learn about the stars anyway.

Occasionally during the semester, there will be scheduled observing sessions, usually in the evening, but possibly in the morning.  Attendance to at least ONE of the sessions will receive bonus points.

Late Work:  All work will have assigned dates to be turned in. If the student does not turn in his/her assignment on the due date, the maximum of 70% will be awarded for that assignment. Late assignments will be accepted only up to one week from the original due date. If a student is absent on the day that any work is due, the student is expected to turn in the work the first day he/she returns to class.  Students have two class days to make up any missed assignments assigned the day they were absent for full credit. 

Test Retake Policy:  Students that score below a 70% on a test have the option of retaking the test.  Students will have one week, from the date the tests scores are posted, to complete the retake test.  Students must sign up with the instructor and complete the “intent to retake test” form (provided by the instructor).  The form must be turned-in in order to receive the retake test, i.e. you must demonstrate that remediation has taken place.  The score of the retake will REPLACE the original test score, but a score no greater than 70% will be recorded.

Course Expectations:

· The student is expected to come to class prepared to learn.  The student must bring book, folder, writing utensil and paper to class every day.  I would suggest you have one folder and one notebook for this class. 

· The student is expected to come to class every day we are scheduled to meet.  If you miss a class period for whatever reasons, you are responsible to find out what work or notes you have missed.  
· Tardiness will not be tolerated.  See handbook for procedures.  There will be a seating chart and you are required to be in your seat and ready to start class when the bell rings.  
· If you are tardy, fill in your name, date, and hour on the tardy slip.  I will fill in the rest.  YOU ARE TARDY IF YOU ARE WALKING IN THE ROOM WHEN THE BELL RINGS!!!!!

· Students may not handle any of the lab equipment or sit at lab stations without permission.  Various experiments, equipment, etc. may be left set up at the lab stations. These should not be handled and could be dangerous.

· Do ALL of your work--ON TIME.  There are no excuses.  Late/missing work will only cause you (and me) grief.

· Work is to be placed in the hourly folder on the front table.

· Updated grades will be posted once a week.  

· Students are expected to refrain from consuming food/drinks and chewing gum in the laboratory.

· Respect for everyone is EXPECTED.  Do not touch another person or their things—that includes my things!

· Cheating or attempted cheating on any assessment will result in a zero and loss of credit for that assessment.

· None of the following will be allowed in the classroom:  hats, wearing hood, food, drinks, musical devices like CD players, iPods, mp3 players (visible ear buds,) cell phones, or digital messaging devices.  
· Room Integrity:  You are required to keep the room as it was when you entered.  This means that you can’t write on the desk, write on walls, move chairs/desks from their original location, etc.  

· Pick up after yourself.  Push in your chair when you leave.  Do NOT line up at the door for ANY REASON.  

· Class is dismissed by the instructor not the bell. All lab areas must be cleaned before students leave the room.

· If you need help, please see me during the hour, in seminar, or I am available for help before or after school by appointment.  Please feel free to seek assistance when desired.
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